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Far from anachronisms, public
libraries need to be the civic
backbone of the Information
Age. New examples across
Canada are fulfilling this
purpose, by making connections
between people and information
and between people and people.

ehind the standard economic and business steries in the media
lurks & much more fundamental shift in how economies oper-

ate. Whether under the rubric of the Third Industrial Eevalu-,
tion or the creative, triple helix or maker economies, how we

make and share those things necessary for our quality of life
is undergoing aridical change engendered by the digital reve-

lutiam."But in the Information Age, with the digitization of

everything, what will be the role of perhaps the most enduring

=¥

e

institution for democtatic access to -
knowledge and information: the storied
publie library?

There are those who argue that in !

'tl'u: digital age, with .i_nrl"cnsmg]].' broad |

[:-'n_hlir access to.the Internet, Google,

Wi‘Fiand unlimited cldud storage, the ! 1

library 15 at best a prohibitively cestly
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book muscum Unn ersity of Elnl:lah Columbia (UBC) li-' PREvious PaoE
| AMD ABOYE: Jasper

hr1rn.r| Teresa anf recently l'tmpntl-ri “In a time of eco- ;

' Place's curving pre-
nnmm cnntrar_'tu:-n' this perception has translated into ex
Ll.-na-m: cuks to hb'n:r;.' funding and programs.” However,
m1n:p TEw ar F'I‘t-P-n'ﬂ‘iFlj." renovated stand-alone libraries are
OpPENINE AcToss t_hu: country. Mot only does this indicate that
manjl-' city governments believe libraries have a vital future,
tha nrchltectural q'unht],r of these projects suggests the role
al publlc libraries 'l:xLl:nda beyand being mere repositories
annnwlPdRP in nnE- form or another.

o il 1 Influsneed by
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::Erz.':ldu eul under
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in tHa bulbous yat
pratéetive nerthenn
fagade allow nartharn

i
light plenetration

thlml'lE'& have ]'.I.ER"F_'I been static 1nEI:1tu1j|:|na butit wes in the

mbd. 19th century 1haL free access ].lbﬁtl'lll:b in publiz build- I.

1nFﬂ. began, f‘lﬂ]ltﬂl‘l"d in Marth Amanm by Andrew Carnagie’s f1mnu5 largesae.

1||"|.|"1'LJ.1|'_' library architl:n:turc frequently acted as an urban icom, their interiors sig-
na]cd arising El.bl:I‘."'l: the everyday inte a quiet, respectlul warld of knl:lwll.-dgr By
ﬂ\E 1580a, predlctinns WETE COMIMON I:hal: branches would m-:reaamgly migrate
1r1t|:| the semi- pub]ln: CONSUIMET Space af'thr_' suburban mall. Anne Bailey, 'Dlrr_'l:'t-:-I
nf EBranch Libra ]"IF!I far the Taranta Puhhr Library points cut that two af tilzt.el city's
hus:cst branches a'rc indeed located in malls Todaey. however, a healthier Erl:nd is
» -10 integrate bra.m:h:b into other mixed-use but public struetures such -:th-"ﬂ!’l‘."hl'
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tecturally striking cultural/sports com-
plexes. Two such complexes will came

. om stream this year in Edmonton: the
L Meadow Community BEecreation Cen-
‘tre and Library (Group2- Architecturs

Engineering, Shore Tilba' Perkins =
Will), and the Clearview: Community
Hecreation Centre and Library (Perkinas

v Will). Both will alzo inglude innovative p
Pdur’ttmn completion centres, A third, '

the Mill Woods lerar} (HCMA and Dub
Ar-;.ﬁ:ll:t.ia] IﬂLDIpDIdle both a mulfi-
c‘u]turﬂ] centre “|l‘|-ﬂ.-'“| RENIOTS :‘nmp]?u
HDWE‘. £TS0mE new libraries :x]:l]u:'lt-
Iy -;.I:Iru'.mu-: the ll.'cl.dllll}rld]. J.'D].l: of the
l1bmr_',.r' aE & ﬂt_n:l'ng urban mﬂrk.er while
|n-::|:|rpnrntlng ‘changes dl:ma]:‘:dl:d by
the |'11_;,r11l.:|] age. A number of Canadian
cities are quing new, archﬁm:tura]'l}r
blgnlﬁnd.r}LL: ntral libraries as a major
r_l-efmmg civie’ element. Bmg Thom's
Surrey Library (20117is par'l of that B.C.

¢

-

suburb'a Eﬁa‘rtﬂ to establish a I:Il.JE ur
ban center,” Halifax will bqtnn clp:n ]
new centgal library, the J_:Eﬂu]'r.unf an
international competition,won b_'i;' Dan-
ish d.thJll:LL:: Schmidt Hammer Las-
HETL lwrth Fowler Bauld e Mltcheil] and
EI.].IEH.I:[} dubbed a top l:{I must see new
building by CHN. 'Thl- library wni] 0 a
]n:nn.g way in Euppur;tmg efforts I‘.'D en-
Lmrﬂg’: city living fn a cors not ]In-:-wn
fu:lr lively, quality mhodern are hltectu TE.
Ealgar'_.-' selected’ the edgy Nnrw:gmn

* firrn Snahetta .-']'HT Movember, |'t]rmg

with the Cnnﬂdmn firm DIALOMG, -tﬂ de
sign a $245- 'I.'DI]J.JI:!:I'.I. library bl.-a-rdl: its
City Hall. This constitutes the ml:pI s gin-
gle largest investmentin Eulturﬂllfal:i]i-
ties ::Lm.: fhe 1988 Winter Dl}'mpil:.a-

LIBERAFRY BRANCHES AS PHYSICAL AND
!
Knud Schul of Denmark's Anrh:us Li
brary, who has influenced manyl' Can-
adian librarians, argues thres m]ias are
paramount: place, space and reilufian.
The first is a defining element in the
public morphology of the city, al func
tionthatextends down to the commun-
ity or neighbourhood level, The :aiemnd
captures the librarys inl:rl:asing:]].r irm-
portant physical focus point fn!lf pukb-
lic social imteraction, be it diﬂcull_'.ainn,
debate, meetings or a widening range
of cultural events. He extends I:hli.#. Tole
to include the individual Experience by
providing comfy chairs, unstruqiur:d
social interaction, experience |:hi‘I aTEAL
architecture inside and out, a wc:]mm-
ing café and ather such nmenitin-:ﬂ.
The third and increasingly import-
ant rele is to organize, present and

4-',.1,.:|||||1||mm~-'

facilitate :h? PI.'EEIEI:I.I:H.ﬂD‘IIl of information in collaboration with & broad 'I!'EI.IITLEE
of actors v;ril_hi.n civil SDl'."iI!tj". For example; the beautiful Hbrary in Helsinki's
hi.n-t:r:—hnniow facused 'ﬁrhxn village" of Viikki operates ag a single sETVicE
point for sltu;deuta in the IIJniversitj' of Helsinkis bio-technology departma'nta
for cmcrglng:busmesscs facused on bio- tpchn-:ll:lg}r and f[or ‘:]J. lacal rl:b:dl:nib of
the broader chmmunity. i - i

As Mal]a Berndston, EITd‘IIE-L"tI:I'I!' of t]:u{: Helsinki City Library, told the Inter-
national Fed%ratl:;n af Llh]ar;r hssa::mt]-dms and Tnﬂtltutmnsl (IFLA} w nr]d Cam-
ference in 2013, “the service has moved ﬁram collection to cohnection and from
ph_-s-:r'.raliﬂ'nn to communication which mieans that libraries have b:Ll::-ml:'marl:
living placea than earliar” She goes on to provide & spirited argument for the Tale
n:nfhbra.nl:a in place rna.!-:mg not simply in terms of ensuring & strong ]:lh}rsmal
refarance fn:r tt.m city but’ lnukmgm: and 4sking questions of the people wha live,
work and ]::Iajr}n a 'pEll'L'II'_“'Ll].-El'l' space to dlﬂ-’p::n- er their needs aru:l aspiratio rfE This
info l':l'.l:l.-:!“lll:l. is'then used to I:Irl‘.'-d.il: a common vision for that place.”

Citing eum:ptea from the American Library Association's 60 Ways fo Use Your
Library C’u:m:! Gbff believes that the care value of the free public library is t]:||: “lend-
ing af 1nf-::rmal;:if:-n resnIlTCES .:md the Emﬂmﬂerment of infarmation IJTPHIEj.f The
last seems particularly relevant in an age pf information and
mega- di!ld whaose mastery, not incidentally, is r.ll::-:.-l:l:.r linked
to future economic pb’napent}; Like ".i':llll-c}c:l‘I UBCs ]1hr'tr5.r RET-
vices both enhance chmmunity engagemeént and km::-wl-r:dg:
while auppl}r‘lmg the emerging new scofomy. [Ls lr'.rmg K.
Barber Learmng Cen:trE for example, not only hustE free art
exhibitions and publiclectures, it provideslaccess tn:u the Small
Business accelerator that makes secondary rnﬂrkH: resgarch,
education and buﬂm.#as support Enrﬂllnhle to B.C. bu5:|n|:ss|:s|
Some of ti'w NEwW hrﬂj‘ur:hpq reviewsad hplnull.r are ern imtrodu-
cing 30 pnntera lager cutters and robotic rem::un:ea along
with digital literacy ¢lasses and workshops, all IL"DI'.I'.I.]:ID]'.I.E]'.I.L!:

1 L afthe :nE-wlj.r B E-rgm'z ereative and m*‘ukpr Prnnnmu‘q

Ph:.ralcal 11braﬂ|:a says Bailey, are cominunity connectors tl'}at huﬂ:l COMMn-
ity r.a]:ldcl‘tlg.r Whll': acting as Li'u.-. “sssential component of 3]st I:.l:ﬂ‘lur}' publie
apace. ThLIE llhrﬁnea must ba mmunar_',.r' dynamic and inviting in »:!ru:ler to pro
mote cnmmun1tj tcg:thcmcss«. Ehe secs the term commugity lwmg Toom, 4
tarm nl:'tP'TIIE:ITP'd h:,r architects, as too limiting. Instead, she prefars “community
home,” whwh suggests the more realistif complexity of today's library as soci-

ely's '1h1rd place” along with hame and work. i !

of m:-urae the diglml revulutmn = nnd'n‘. is & revolution for it changes funda
mentally hl:uw we chmmunicate, ise m!'-:u'qndlmn and manage bur éeonomic lives
- requires mgmﬁ mht changes to fhp physipal library. Some woild argue that trad-
itional I:h:u::ka ATE n-:l longer required, for example the BiblioTeth ih Ban Antonio,
Texas b-:::-:ummg th: U.5/s first boakless puplic library. Bailey agress and disagress.
Certainly, El'lE Elrg'ue‘n there is a need for flexibility to permit Eaa:_'; tfansition to and
between mnr: and more platfnr:na of continuous knowledge” Toronta's world re-
spectad L Jhﬁ ry Services has the highast uge of eBacks in the world. But, despite a

“robust :lr:m and acToss various platforms wnh one format oftert ! creating demands

for other l'drmalb b!'.l.l.' is quick to add, r]:th:-nu. baoks only r..d-npuluil: SEVER pEr
cent nfuaa.ge The :1r'cu]auc|n nl"phynm&l bnuks Temains 'i."EIj"ﬂtl'Dfl.g The tactile ax
perience nf'rradmg a ph;.rmtal bﬂD]ﬁEdﬂ]‘.l.l}L'bl: ignered. W

AL the sarme time! the days r:-ﬂ:l'hr’tr]eq'hemg defined by hnh]{ stacks with sit-
ting, n:adm.g and re 5|:ar|:h arcas as leftow & Epaces are long gnnﬁ: Darryl Condon,
HCMA design arc ]:LLLI.-.LA of Edmenlen's Ja.bpur Flace Library tefers a9 thebook-
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stacks - not d]'-Iqul.'lLl.[Ll.].]}" —as “residual space” Bailey talks i:nﬂ?:u: need to zone
apaces that may Euen fluetuate through the day. Flexible meetmg rooms, multi
media services, JmE-::rmal collaboration dreas, comfortable sitting for reading
physical ar eBooks ﬁnrl daing research or information gathering as well as qual-
ity transitional EI]_:lEI.EES to simply beseen and to mingle all play 4 role in new li
brary l:ln:bjgn D'-frndlrj,g hawever, is the nged for branches ta I"I:bj;ll:lnd toits com-
munity's awn umqlup requirements and sense of place, i

r'{!lMMIJHIT"t DEFINING LIBRARIES
Don Iverson, the .3-1 vear-old mayor of Edmpnton elected last 5.rr='ar represents leas

DMONTONS ' i
a shilt in direction I:h:ln a consalidation of retiring Mayor &.'l:phl:n‘ Martel's vision
far a dynamic 21 qt century urban centre Based on transit, sustdinability and a
diversified r.‘l:‘unu::m].r_ Progress has been s]aw on Manase Isaac'Architects’ 2008
propasal to turn Lh: city's main Stanley A, 'Milner Library, an agmg 40 year-old
Brutalist box, inteia more colourful and urban friendly component of the eity's
civic quarter. But ti:u: new mayor has 1nh|:1'1tcr_| & bevy of smart new neighbour-
heod defining hhﬁr} branches, 1

Jasper Pln“ Ih'anch (HCMA/Dub Arc*]rutm:tsj provides an -!:lldl:r suburban
COTHMUnILY a rm-mmg sacial and civie fachs that will Fﬂ.entuﬂ COnMECt ta a
planned LHT lme_a.lung Meadowlark Street. Its architectural Enrm ig boldly dis

- dinetive, I'.-ncppmg J.l!.LuﬂJ.'--:l}‘ inte-contextual wlues Fournd-inthe n'-:-ﬂh:m-pr-d;w:. - atime will gome when there will he no
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hur:lza.n aaysa En‘:-nlu:lnn L'.'h][él he es
chews “metaphon” he admjits that
the 11'];'11'=1r:.r'5 curving profile is heav-
ily influenced by Enowplough-creat-
ed snowbanks pf his Saskatbhewan
youth. This is mdat evident, on the
protective northiers) facade whire hal-
léwe {n the bulbauk “snowhapk” apen
tt wonderful nprthern light, Tn con-
ttast, the southerd, more sdcial side
along Meadowlark carefully| protacts
existing malurg trkes but tugks large
glazed planes (and a safter shod vol-
wmel nnder ar urdulating fgof that
shislds againstsummer heat gain,
The library’$ interior is & yolumin
gus, twa-storey sgace spreagding out
undgr the drarhatip, columnldss con-
crete ceiling. Usinga cast-in-gljace Ger-
man process frdm S¢hock that fitigates
thermal bridging, the architects) provide
the kind of flexible, fluid 5page mew 1li-
braries require. A cageading stajragainst
the ¢lass southern fagade risgk to the
sé¢eond storey, mezzanine lepel aver-
looking a bold landgeapa. It alsb serves
ag an informdl gathering spgie from
which ta see find He seen, 1.-'I.FI1'IF:1'E the
ceiling dips toits lowest, the resulting,
more compregsed and meodestly scaled
gpake is program- mjed for childten.
“More and mdre;” says Condon,
"usage studies show library yge is in-
cregsing but Wwith & ehift frofd collec
tions, study and rédsearch to o broad-
er forcial role 'whers people gstltper and
intpract, in phrt to fombat th¢ :r:*]atiw:
isolatien af the digital” A ]ihrn‘lr:,r'ﬂ flaor
plete must ndt be ar idealized devout for
collections but able fochange sapidly as
provided by Jasper Park's free ?]:lan Fer
hape challenging EI~E|:1]4:'_'.-’ Eundqrs argues

. books, with reference aectiong the firat to go as articles and
! technical information is increasingly digitalized. Wi-Fi cap- 2
',nl*:ﬂng,-' and interactive technolpgy capacity will be 'innre_nﬂ:-’

5

Jingly important while the old standby — electrical plngs —
will remain key for some time te come. The most stubborn
haldmit, he concedes, will be children's books. I* »
If Jasper Place prav:dlzs a ED]‘.I:I.'I!T!'LL'DIt}" with its com munal
the under- v;.-:lnaLru.{.Lmn Highland Eranch -
(Bchmidt Hammer Lassen/ Marsha]l Tittmore Architecte)
will create & more absl:ractcd prmrn: iceberg. Both Mayar
Martel and library FFD Caral Belanger, says MTA princi;

fsnowbank”

ple-in-charge Gordam Frankland, wanted new libraries to -

[

have strong but diverse architectural] expression. Thus | :

Highland’s two 5tDrE§,rE are angled geombptric shapes elad in | cLockwise From

"Fam LEFT Highland
Branch's interior has
ampile daylight fram
all directions bathing
flexible, multipurpess.
nnrll._rurngr.-'lrr makbila

a]ummum bt with g'lazrd voids intendad to create “a lan-
te rn in a narthern hnrl»:r“ipa Careful pl'tr:emen'r ana mad-
est lot carves out & small public plaza abutl:mg a busy,
semi-commercial :.-Lrl.'l."l ina 158305 l'.D:I'.I:I.mLI-I'.I.IL}" Generaus,
first-storey walls of glase connects the llbm-rj.rs interior to

5,

5;-:.7&::5. the two sior-
ays ana angled geo-
|11e1r|*.':.5h.:-||:'_-5 clad
in alu l1'|1n=_|rn' tha

the: 'street while large g'lazm:l blocks on the Er_'l:'und level pro-
jec b hqht into the lang prairie winters.

Insu:ll: the library at its roots is similar to Inspl:r Flace but
newly mrovated
Mot Cgnnis library
is a first stop to en-
hancing the public
reaim of thé batterad
streetscapa slong
Weston Road
i the Marth Tanon-

TORONTD PASSES DNE HUNDRED BRANCHES 1 to nedghbourhood,;

Toromto Fublic Library Bills itself as the world's bﬁlgicst a oW featlie chair

: : eonnects the malp
urban library system and is probably also ene of the mast re- .L d".
| - T b and lower lovels. *

with its mezzanine reached by an open stair cenfering a two
sL.:-rw core with & EIELll]:I'[EEl rather than undulating ceiling.
The mr."ru:lr has ample da}rhght from all direction’s bathing
flexikle, multipurpase and programmable spaces Eilnzn_qnnd
to facilitate dialogue no matter the mediom.

spected. A new crop of braniches illustrate how the city 'i-'i‘&ll.l'L‘tE i
high quality library architedture that will contribute to streng 1
civic place-meaking. Two new libraries under construction; the Fort York and the
Searborough Civie Centre Liprary Branch represent its 39th 4nd 100th branches. &
third, r]l'm recently re-opened Mount Dennis BEranch (EG. Bruce Stratton Archi- i

i z 1
tects), is the robust renovatibn of an older library that responds not only to the 1i-

brary's volving role but alsd to the unique conditions of its community as deter-
mined through extensive public consultations. "Always public congultations.” says
Bailey, “to determine hopes apd aspirations” '

Bruce Stratton identifies its location as “the battared streetscape of its narth
Toronto'neighbourhood” ?.here development over the last dEEEI.dES- hag besh
slow, rubdown buildings dominates and the public realm remains” weak. The

c-:umr.m;Lnitgr's demographics, Stratton
and Bafley concur, dictate the role the
branch must fll, As one of the 13 law-
est incam:'districts in the city, plagued
by low literacy scores and faced with a

- high percentagégfim migrant children,

parly literacy programs and success in
nfb';:tr.ﬁng youth are key,

T this end, Etrﬂtl;-}p was concerned
with f.i*r\:sl establizhing an appropriate,
architecturelly robust street presenca
suitable td.the L'r,-mmunii}r\l'q help kick-
start ph:.r::ir:,n] Tejuvenation L:'\'"m]'nal:hing
he says is already ]:Lﬂp]:u:ningL'E_:-:Dnd.
thelibrary had tobe physically and emo-
tionally accessiblte‘\frum the 5treel:"sjg
nalling “a public n:&l!n with a 5|:n5e.i::_f

comfert, a place of regpite, an environ- .

ment in which to relax, an urban living
roam capable of L'hangingta_nl_-'s mood.”
Finally, it had to be ab]é"t_n SUpport
a sense of community and facilitate so-
cial interaction, The library's refﬁ,\uﬁnnt-
ed front fagade, therefore, “is locked into

L]
tthe streetscape, welcoming and Lrans-

parent to patrons.” [ts exterior is a miy

of both expressive and contextual neigh-"
_bédurhooad materials such as refurbished

brick, gritty weathered steel and clay
tile. But most importantly, a two-starey

-

R




. | i How the
adaptability tai }.-’h'ttpw-r ThF-- fu-

CMHR was
built using
virtual
design and
construction
and other

24 tu.n: may bring wn5-l|'r|:].r to the dl:s]gn

ﬁ ‘digital hub’ 'trmpn:i with a 3D print-
er [something ap‘pe:rllng in more and
tr:u::-rt libraries) is ]:l:u-n!;.ml.-nl here. “The
nrm;t'rurn of the pub]{rr social qpﬁru

sa].rs Blumberg, EEerj.r the Jdcntlt].r of
the branch, and functional s paces for
boak atorage, El:udjl'. reading, med'ia.
are all designed ta bllll flexible” :

horizontal glasa “beacon” dominates the EH‘.'I.'EE!‘. Wraps a‘tnum:l amowe: Thr transpar | Working with rennwppd Toronto art-

i
the corner entrance inta a laneway and &ﬁ-dls a w‘l:lu:lmih,g bl Bl S

o h T 3
light anto the sidewalk at night. This T-'ﬂ,kmsrtnn glass s:,rstpm RIS e

'EE‘I: and friend Eharll:a P—E.F]:I.tl:r Blu mbl:r

sUres lIbrary Ussrs h11 incorparated pﬁrr'nr'ttpd vertical

is trensparent at the lower level :nsupngahlgh level nfl;mna- continglly exparienca al:EEl fins inacribed 'u!rrrJi digitalized im Su ortive
parency that seems de rigour in today’s libraries. ot i the nebrty park, ug:b af fllustrations -Irl:l!n Margaret Al- PP
Bailey's phrase-dislike notwithstending, Stratton spen_]{.s i wnnd s poem “The T—']nntgrq included in

technologies

of the interior as an “urban ]wmg room” (with a ﬁreplm:l: retained from the original II'he Journals of Susannu‘ Moodie. Texts
library) for bath casual re 't,;ﬁng and conternplation, L ﬂ:! the two Ffﬁmnnmn librar- fmm the book will appear at grade.
ies, an open “feature atm-r under -:lcrcsturl;.rwmdaws qt-nm:cta t_h:: main and lower 1+ In the case of the- Fort York Branch,
levels. The palette n:!l' maLl.-n:-Lla used in the various open and overlapping zones is ihl: political debate l::-\-'l:r st is moat. llu
WaTrm and |nmt1ng.fﬁah VEMEET, pn:n]m}:ed concrete Apore, carpet tileg, brightly col mh iz being meat l:hmugh: the Phnnmﬁ
oured back- pau}l-.'l_-d glaszs and pnrﬁ;tfaln wall panelg ensure rich haptic and visual Act s Section 37 thELt allgws the city to
texture, On nmf side, an outdoor reading garden, pi'weimm]:,r used for garbage bins, an[ developers add.llmnl‘d height and,
has been Jrg,mrp-:rau:d into thnfﬂhrar].r bya g]nzcl:l awall o de naity in exchan gs for community,
1f Ever the term urbd.n Hving room” was ml:l:l: appropriate it would be far To- 1n!'rablru.clurc The I:II1.]." a-dlld the =ite LDl
1'|:In1‘.-E| ﬁ‘new 1,500-aq.-ft. Fort York Branch lHPMF] Arrh;tpﬂql located smack in l."nnl:ext Develapm ent whnqp L ]h'l'"l]"j.l' ]
i T_'l'u: heart of Toronta's mEm:llj.r erowing high-rise tower forest EIlElT_rl-:t condo tawr_'r a]5|:|' designed I:u;.r
t.li"_m building.ca -'on the edge of the west harbour. In l:thb dense urban environ- KE’L{B iz linked ta Lh.t libraty by similar- '

’*ﬂ' read about the . ment, eays design ar:hlte:l: and :,::arr.ner in-charge Shirley |.j" scaled amenitias um:ludmg & canted
;" new Scarberough. ¥

e courlasy af -Hedvart Barer [Tasper Place]; Marshal Tatemane Amhitects (Hghland: G, Bruce Stration Amhitects (Mourd Dernisl; The Flal Side of Desan, courlesy of KFMB Archilects (Fort York)

o e CemErw . Blumberg, “people rc;ll]].r need amenities given the average r-:-nf] built for tcnantﬂ In contrast to the :
s Library Brapiéh, gize af the units, nnr]r"F‘mt York will be a gathering place, a llhnry s all transpa I'P'HT qkin the latter ,
P, f:::ﬁff:;ﬁf" place ta ‘hang’ for yojith, atuderi:'.ts and newcomers.” }a clad in & mix of g]alaa and :ireru»:al stri- |
i ‘ mm“'l?nitym At only two slnr::"}rs, the heatily glazed and thus transpar- ations of forest grcl.-n:and waterblue. i
capable af ent trepezoidal boy nunder & c.lfnted green roof provides & wal ! 1 ) |
{::ij:::::;h come void amnng'.thc towers. [ts “other than™ quality is em- d
sinformation phasized by its i_ntegr:l'r.innﬁ.r.’ith a significant urban park to 1 I -
* in the digiral age. the north that also connects into a linear park along the rail- The number of algmﬁcant and well-de-

’sr way line that :.‘lula Lhrl::-uéh the area to Union Station. The R1ET1.FIi librarias ﬂP[l!F’IJ'lTlsr'ln Canada

transparency of the structure ensures library usera continually experience the park. Fhankfulljr suggests Ti'tat me:f&lae 2C0T

The humanely-scaled library gnd patk nl‘aa SETVE 85 & POTOUS gateway open-  bmy of nat investing in cultural inlra-

ing into historic Fart Yark, a lofig- h1r1d¢=nlhnl: major historical artefact far the Structure in arderta flnmm o real” busi-

city. The building’s ang‘ularitgr,,ﬂlumbergr-'ﬂagra_ reflecte those of the fort's ram ?11:55 may mot prr_'vl'ai'l. Thllf creative

parts, The site's eeological history as oned a forested shoreline is reflected in the undrrplnnlngs of lhl: new digital ecan-

building's grand open steir rising through the two-atoray atrium space, its struc omy TEqUIrE as never before open, wil

tural beams and the ceiling, all in Douglas fir. Use of rough-hewn wood also ref- coming and in- d.:pLh public' access to

erences the foundation m'i‘r#:ing found on the site. Like most new libraries, so- !:l'nl sxplading mfm'rnﬂl:mn characteriz-

cial interactions as well aré flexibility for both existing information platforms ing the world we now inhabit! B

ona

; p Visit bullding.ca to ser a slideshow and read about threv,
BESS ':_l,,‘uugﬂ_ Misxizsouga Ont. library branches, Lakeview, Port Credit and

= edernist survipors of earlier radical changes tolib
U_Fda'ﬁ?_a- TII-TEE orne; modernist sirvipers of earier radical changes to library

architecture in the 19505 and early ‘60s%, that kave been recently
| & mﬂ qqu}q renovated ioenhance thz democratization of lquﬂq puiblic q:pm:vr

ard aecess to Hbra i sEFPLERS, - 3 _————
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